THEIR ONLY EPITAPH

Duluth~Men Whose Lives One
Word Covers.

EIGHTEEN  HAVE  SUICIDED

The Self Severing of Lives in This City
as Recalfed by Health Cf-
fice Figures.

How often the ol question “to Lo or
Dot to be” has been argued to Duluthas
somethiog that can bo told only by an
examination of that record which hving
men know nothing of. 1low oftea hfo'a
problem bas been figured out and the
answer has been foand fess thaa poth-
10y can only bo & matter o comjecture.
But when the inquiry resolves itselt into
1be question of how many have decided
hile mas uot worth hving and have put
their wleas into lutal execution, the
probleni s a moresimple oue, for then
tne lust Cipter of the tragedy has been
condented 1ato a stogle curt entry 1 the
st ‘statictics of [ho health depart

Vo people reabze the romance
wrapped up 1o these apparently dry
recurds, Very much of the city's history
13 wntten 1n their pages. It 18 m tho
last chapters, to be sure, and chapters
which are ternbly cold n the upsympa
thetic wording of the ofhicial entries, but
tetween the hinea aro romances, eom
‘timea comedies, more often tragedies,
which echpro 1o buman 1ntereat an
thing to bo found 1n the most wivid
\ pvclun‘l of the povelist or the dramatist.

ere nre stories of Lroken hearts, of
| useful lives cut off at the point of great.
eet usefulcess, of ruined livee dragyed |
| vut beyond necessity. Stories of homes
 berewed by illness and by aceident, of
orphaned children, of widowed wives.
Thero 1 eadoess beyood measure in it
wll,

H

One Word for an Fpltaph,

Yet even 10 this record of gnief thero
arw degrees. Most pathetio 1 this story
of umversal pathos are the eatrics
acattered bere aud there—*suicide.”
Qoo word to sum up the defeat of a ife's

u Io e letters are coucel
triale, struggles, heartaches and the
tinal Ditternesaof that completenees of
defent which Joaves no alternative but
death. Ove word to tell thestory of
sucha lite, 0o softenedevpreasion toguild
the tale, only the simplo fact of an
«exit from Wfe's atage. There 18 nothiog
1o show whether tho playor has been
willao  or clown. A
temptations 1o one kuq“,
a struggle whose terror no one cao
concerve, an 1mpuies of maduess, an
| officaal record for an epitaph, & Lits be-
guo nod ended, & tragedy n_a dozen
| words, thatis all. The world laughe,
! dust covers the recorda, teara are dried,

6’

hifemust not be lLightly reeigned, but
there i etill 8 warmisg which may be
read bythose who search the records.

Odlva single word, “amcide,” but it
teaches the same lesson aa the more
arbarous aud cruel custom of &
century a5,
thnly Elghteen Sulcides Here.
Fartunately for Duluth,cases ot hife
self taben ara rure inats hustory.  The
records of the departoent go back aver
a penod of only pioe years, and 1a that
entire time thero fre recorded but
eighteen ewicides, and five of theee were
it e record beging
when H J Copper
call went out 1nto the woods and ehot

himselt through the heart  OF bim it 18
oown _ooly t he was i3
years old, apd to the record

perhaps ug justitication, perhaps excuce,
1added tbe single word, * marned." 1
Apn), for their books at that time were
not kept with their present regulanty
aod deaths were entered 1n very irregu
lar order, oa the Oth dey, Jokn Norland
brought tha lifs to an abrupt termiwa-
tion. There 18 nozhmz to show who he

was or the used The same is
trus of Christ P’nfer who killed him-
and August Rosen
entered 08 _having
occurredon January 30 Theonly other
aucide of this year wasthatof C B
Chandler. who pnlsobvd bumselt  aod
diwt on Decernber J1

"Two other mmlm marked the year
155, On Dec. 1 Andrew Kopp w
wurdered On Aug 23 John Wnsaman
was haoged in the county jail yand for a
murder committed at Tower [l was
the ooly legal e(a\lhonv«hmh ever took
place 1a this cou

Froof of unup.u.....

Ta 185G there were adranciog eigus of

cvilization and only two suicides ure re-
o May 21 Smith Debbage, s

young attorney, siogleand 26 years oid,

cat bia throat st th St. Loms hotel On

uly mas Walker, ageo (0,drowned

DTt at e Kot thers Patodock This

the use of stimulaats andoariot
Whea relieved of the strain & react
resulted, nccompanied with melaacho
which tool & swicadal form. r Lt
camie to Duluth and tmice attempted
take bis own e The first time
etabbed himeelf in the region of
heart and taflicted a savero bat
tatal wounl, Two days later, with -
came knife, he cut bus throat and
withia a few moments
bown to Lates Dage.

In 1900 there wers thrce caces of &
destruction but all of thent were em
the old. ofd story af earineea ad de)
tion, On March© E fuard Shannop,
i, marre. admoistered so overdes

opium. e 2, John Ha
ako 3 aingle, shok brmeclt, and on 1
wury %7, the hrst case of the year o
Teveky cut his throat at No. %0 La
avenue south, and_died after thres
four dass  Oa July 2% the boy Bl
peser fully wentined. was murd rad
the docke by New Orleans Murph, @

1 non Gorg o ta centenen 1ot
crime,
Bigbteen bundred acd ouits ¢

briogs the record to the time af Tie
history. There was but one_surcide,
September 23, Joseph Knr shot hiws
at No 2U7 West Superior ~treet
year, and the tragedy war but af
upnths ago, A J Scraheld shot b
and then killed himecit at N
Superior street  The i umatar cee
the deplorable atliir are oo rrent
need recountiog. The lat sun ide
there have been none this year. wia t
of “Lear]” Hilion, the llulmhumte
mate of one of the hugmos on St Cr
avenue who, on Septemb r 1%, ended |
life of shame with Lnbuhc acid
A Noteworthy Kervrd

1t 18 niot a Toog record for a city |
sz~ of Duluth.but evep at bestitisi
eavugh. The records dieprove. 8o far
Duluth 1s concerped, the old theory
Hze swicidal manoia 18 mn!l"muy y

same year was marked by @ tragqic 161
dent which many will . The
great elevator bre took place 1n 195G, and
Charles Morse and Edmsrd Lee, who
were com 10 Jump from the ‘burn
ing butlding, were Kl

The year 1357 was the baoter moral
year. ’lhue waspot a siogle sucide.
[n 1355 thers were two cases of et
deetruction. Jucol 1, and
mngle, refrehed Tomnelt it o beverass
of cafbolic ncid and pecmanently lost
his thurst. Faonio Zien, age 19, came
bom ono ight from a_dnuce and ook
a dose of poiFoD. 25 of this
year occurred the dyn-mnn explosion on

Third street where men were biasting
for the opening of tho thoroughfare sud
FEric Mattoon, Aodres Dahl, Aaron
Erickoon aod Andrew Eklund Tost their
\vea.

One of Uausual Interext

Tn 159 there were three suicides, one
of them involviog & story of unusual

Tng closely followed by aother, It1
1uth’s history be taken as an index th
is Do microbe of suicide, contagy
mhu sbysically or inteltectually. ]
‘are 180lat ach independ
ol all others, commg at \nrzu]ur 1t
vals, sod each dependant upon & tr
of circumstancee 1o po nay affectig
ed Ly any other case, Resolvm
t mnpleat Trocs the reeuit of the, sh
of the Duluth reconls, mesns only t
i each yeartwo people cut of t
w:nu. thirty or forty thousand, afte
rtudv of life, de('lded Lat hte was
worth Liviog aod that 1t was
“rather than vm‘lure theiile wo han
1ly to others that we koow not of.”

interest. On April 13, Edward Jackson,
59 years old and married, cut hia throat |
at ‘No. 2411 West Sixih street and on !
October 23 Thomas Lannigan took |

rough on rata. The other swcide was
that of Dr, A.B. Lynde who cut s
throat at the St hum botel. Dr.;

Lynde was a young doctor. of  umeual |
brlhancy and atiainments, ad |
been hviog in Miwaukee aod duting:
the absence from 1hat cty of ooo of ite!
most_noted phyme West |
egartock the cace of hie peactics. The!

strain wes something terrific and to-
keop himself up to the work resorted to



